
 
1 Patient safety and supervision over the profession of a paramedic 

In the health care system in Poland, the professional role and powers of paramedics are 

systematically increasing. The provisions of law (the Act on the State Emergency Medical 

Services of September 8, 2006) distinguish professional activities performed by paramedics into 

those performed by themselves and performed under the supervision of a physician. Currently, 

paramedics have the formal right to independently perform 28 types of medical rescue 

operations and administer 47 types of medications. They were also entitled to independently 

perform 38 health services other than medical rescue operations.  

 

A paramedic receives the full scope of rights to perform them after completing a 3-year 

undergraduate study. In the education of paramedics, unlike, for example, nurses, there is no 

system of additional specialist courses or specializations extending the scope of professional 

qualifications. They are also not widely implemented, although there are no formal and legal 

obstacles, second-cycle studies in the field of emergency medical services. In the Polish system 

of medical rescue, the model of gradual expansion of paramedics' competences along with the 

acquisition of professional experience and additional competences, such as e.g. in Great Britain, 

where the professional path of a paramedic leads from an emergency medicine technician 

through a rescuer, then a rescue assistant, a senior rescue assistant, and ending with a rescue 

consultant1. 

Despite the differences in the education of 

paramedics to date, the legislator has not introduced 

a division of the profession into emergency medical 

technicians - for graduates of post-secondary schools, 

and paramedics - for university graduates, which was 

proposed, among others, by Polish Resuscitation 

Council 2. Only a few medical rescue activities and 

other health services performed by a paramedic 

require medical supervision. 

 

 



 
2 Patient safety and supervision over the profession of a paramedic 

The question arises whether, from the perspective of patient safety, the activities performed 

independently by a paramedic require substantive verification and substantive supervision over their 

performance, and if so, who is or should be supervising it. 

 

 

 

The importance of medical supervision 

Substantive supervision in health care is understood as planned activities aimed at assessing and 

improving the structure, process and results of medical care, carried out by entities directly involved in 

providing this care3.The control, analysis and education of services provided at the pre-hospital stage, as 

elements increasing patient safety in emergency medical services, are underlined in their 

recommendations by, inter alia, World Health Organization (WHO) 4. 

In the legal context, exercising supervision over certain professions has its source in Art. 17 of the 

Constitution of the Republic of Poland, which is the basis for the appointment of self-governing 

professions of public trust entitled to supervise the proper performance of professions of public trust. In 

the provisions on medical professions that have their own professional self-government, this supervision 

occurs both at the stage of professional dependence and over people who already have the full right to 

perform specific medical professions. 

 


